Location: On the Riverside-Orange County line, about 12 miles south of Corona


	61 miles from Los Angeles





Maps:	Auto Club:	Los Angeles and Vicinity, Orange County


	Forest Service:	Cleveland National Forest


	Topo:		Santiago Peak 7½


	HPS Topo:	18AB Santiago Modjeska Peaks 01-1992 or later





Nearby Peaks:	Modjeska Peak


�



ROUTE 1


(USFS Parking Permit Required)





Distance:	18 miles r.t. on trail and road


Gain:	4000'


Time:	10-11 hours r.t.


Rating:	Class 1 Strenuous


	Navigation: “O” easy


	Vehicle requirements: High Clearance/4x4





Original:	Warren E. von Pertz - Mar 1969





DRIVING ROUTE 1





From the Intersection of SR 55 (Costa Mesa Fwy.) and Katella Ave. in the City of Orange, go east on Katella and then southeast on Santiago Canyon Road (S18) (when you meet the T intersection created by the 241, jog right, then left) past Silverado Canyon Road. Keep Straight.


Continue southeast another 4.9 miles to Live Oak Canyon Road (S19) with a sign "O'Neil Park". Turn left (east).


Drive 4.4 miles (just past Rose Canyon Road) to where you cross a large wash. Turn left on a dirt road in this wash. This is Trabuco Canyon Road.


Drive east 4.6 miles to a wide parking area with a road forking off uphill to the left (north). Park here.





HIKING ROUTE 1





From the parking area (BM 1746), hike north up the left-road fork, which passes a number of houses and ends at a gate in 0.5 mile. 


Continue on the Holy Jim Trail to where the trail meets a road at Bear Springs (BM 3965).  Turn right to the spring and hike up the trail that begins behind the spring to where it meets the road close to the summit.


Turn right on the road, then switchback left and follow the road to the summit.








ROUTE 2


(USFS Parking Permit Required)





Distance:	none


Gain:	none


Time:	none


Rating:	Drive-up


	Vehicle Requirements:  High clearance


Original:	Dorothy Danziger & Byron Prinzmetal May 2000





DRIVING ROUTE 2





On I-15 south of Corona exit at Weirick Road which is about 6 miles south of the I-15 & 91 interchange.


Turn right at the end of the offramp and drive about 50' to Knabe Road where you turn left.


You are now on a frontage road running south paralleling I-15.  Proceed on this frontage road for about 1/2 mile.  Look on your right for a brick and iron fence enclosing many trucks (Corona Clay Company).  Just north of the fence there is a cluster of signs and a dirt road.  One of the signs says "Bedford Motorway-Private Road" and another says Maely Ranch.  


Turn right and reset your mileage here.


At 2.1 you pass a gate and a sign saying 4S03 (Bedford Road).


At 6.1 go left on Main Divide Road (3S04).


At 9.7 junction with Maple Springs road (5S04), keep left staying on Main Divide Road (3S04).


At 11.3 you pass the turnoff for Modjeska Peak.


At 14.3 you reach the parking area for Santiago Peak (see route one).





HIKING ROUTE 2





Hike past the gate for 0.1 mile to the summit, which is on the left of the site of a torn-down lookout tower.











ROUTE 3


(USFS Parking Permit Required)





Distance:	none


Gain:	none


Time:	none


Rating:	Drive-up





Original:	Warren E. von Pertz - Mar 1969





DRIVING ROUTE 3





From the Intersection of Fwy. 55 (Costa Mesa Fwy.) and Katella Ave. in the City of Orange, go east on Katella and then southeast on Santiago Canyon Road (S18) to Silverado Canyon Road. Turn left.


Drive east 5.7 miles to the end of pavement at a Forest Service gate. If the gate is open, pass through the gate, note your odometer, and go as follows:


At 6.5 miles, fork. Go right.


At 7.4 miles, fork. Go left


At 7.5 miles, fork. Go right


At 9.1 miles, fork on the left. This is the take-off point for Santiago Peak. Keep straight.


At 12.0 miles, locked gate outside a radio installation. Park here.























HIKING ROUTE 3





Hike past the gate for 0.1 mile to the summit, which is on the left of the site of a torn-down lookout tower.





PEAK NAME ORIGINS


By Mr. Louis Quirarte


Name is derived from Santiago Creek, a tributary of the Santa Ana River which was named by the first Portoli Expedition (1769) after the Apostle Saint James the Greater (d.44), the only Apostle whose martyrdom is recorded in the New Testament, and who is the Patron Saint of Spain. July 25 is his Feast Day. There was also a 78,941 acre (Spanish) Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana (1810). The creek has its source in what was first called the Santa Ana Mts in the Surveyor General's Map of Public Surveys in California (1855). GLO Surveyor Henry Hancock first cited a "Santiago Cañon" (1855). At an indeterminate time, the creek and canyon names were extended to these mountains which then came to be known as the Sierra de Santiago. This peak is the highest point, so its summit came to be distinguished as the Santiago Mountain. Dr. Stephen Powers noted in the 10th Report of the State Mineralogist (1890) that "The highest point of land is what is known as Saddleback or Santa Ana Peak. In the early days it was known as Santiago Peak. The USGS, while mapping the Corona quadrangle, also called it by this name (1899)-and this name stuck. The Juaneño Indians had originally called it Kalawpa and considered it a sacred mountain and an abode of their supreme god Chiningchinish. To the padres of Mission San Juan Capistrano (1776) it was known as part of the twin domed Cerro del Trabuco. The range was known as the Sierra del Trabuco-tradition has it that a Spanish soldier lost his blunderbuss firearm in a camp located in what would later be known as Trabuco Canyon. Other variant names for this peak are Trabuco Peak, Old Saddleback, Cold Water Peak, Mount Downey, Sierra San Juan, Santiago Mountain, Santa Ana Peak and Temescal Peak. First trail up the summit was constructed by Andrew Joplin (1890), the USFS built a fire road (1926), and later the CCC improved the Holy Jim and Coldwater Canyon Trails to the top (ca.1933). The USFS constructed an H-B type fire lookout on the summit (1934), rebuilt (1951) consisting of a 35' open steel h-brace tower topped by a CIO type 13' by 13' metal cab. This is the high point of the Santa Ana Mountains. Name first appears on the State Mining Bureau Preliminary Map of California (1891). Name officially accepted by USBGN (1961). Peak was on the original 1946 HPS Peak List. Weldon Heald climbed this peak in 1933.





Santiago Peak is the highest point in Orange County. It is the high point of the Santa Ana mountain range.





SPECIAL CONDITIONS


Silverado Canyon Road and Bedford Road are seasonal, with fire, weather or other closings. Further, Silverado is closed at special times of the year to protect an endangered frog.  Check with the Corona Forest Station, Cleveland National Forest at (909) 736-1811. 





Guide Updates:


4/09/2002-BP added route two, changed route numbers so the hiking route is route 1, and added some miscellaneous other information.


Santiago Peak	(5687')	18A
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